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TRADE CONFERENCE IN CHISINAU. A four-day conference on promoting | ade and =zonomic 
cooperation between the CIS and the Baltic States began on 9 January in the Moldovan 

capital of Chisinau. Radio Moldova and Western news agencies report. Moldovan 

President Mircea Snegur, in his address to the opening session, described the setting 

up of a common economic space within the CIS as "vital" but added that the creation 

of ade quate cooperation mechanisms has proved difficult pie said he hoped the 

economic integration of both the CiS and the Baltic States into the European and 

world economy will continue. -- Dan lonescu, OMRI, inc 
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CRIME IN LITHUANIA Intenor Miriata Romasis Vaitekunas told a press conference in 
Vilnius on 10 January that the number of crimes in 1994 exceeded ze BC 


the 60.371 registered the previous 


i ar, BNS reports. The number of cnmes per year 
has increased sharply since 1988, whe 
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of serious crimes increased by 139°. T [cess 

was 40.893, though this figure varied significantly from category to category: 88° for 
murders and 18°. for auto thefts, whose number almost doubled in 1994. Vaitekunas also 
noted that his ministry has approved oniy 265 of the more than 2,000 applications to 
purchase firearms for personal protection -- Saulus Girnius, OMRI, inc 


